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farm at Karrada, near Baghdad, and other experimental plots
established in the country. Captain Thomas made comprehen-
sive experiments,x both in the growing of cotton and in the
marketing of the product, which seemed to hold out bright
prospects for the future of Mesopotamia as a cotton-growing
country.2
The activities of the Department centred about this and other
experimental work,3 but attempts were also made to encourage
better agricultural methods, both by the dissemination of in-
formation and by the demonstration of modern machinery.4
The handicaps, however, of the long years of ignorance and of
dependence on traditional methods, the consequent apathy of
the actual cultivators, the lack of education, the weather
vagaries, the uncertainty of water supplies and the uncon-
trolled pests as well as the scarcity of funds available hampered
the Department on every side. Under such conditions, the
pioneering activities of the Department, often discouraging in
the lack of apparent results, laid the foundations of service
which might have played a greater part in regenerating the
country had its early efforts been maintained during the
succeeding years.
Education
Under the Turkish Government,  an excellent system of
education, according to its own reports, existed for 'Iraq, with a
1 Thomas, R , Possibilities of Mesopotamia as a Cotton Growing Country t Note I,
June 15, 1918 (Baghdad, 1918); Note I/, January 15, 1919 (Baghdad, 1919);
Note III) November 5, 1919 (Baghdad, 1919); Report on Cotton Experimentation
Work  in  Mesopotamia,   1918   (Baghdad,   1919);   Ibid.,  1918-19, (Baghdad,
1920); Report of Deputation to England (Baghdad, 1919).  Also, Philby, H. St.
J. B., Cultivation of Cotton in Mesopotamia (Baghdad, 1919).
2 Thomas, R,, Note III, 1919, p, 10. Also, Baghdad Times, April 14, 1923.
3 Results of the early studies of dates were embodied in Dowson, H. V.,
Dates and Date Cultivation (Cambridge,  1924); experiments with wheat in
Garbett, C. C., Note on Wheat Experiments, Mesopotamia, 1917-18 (Baghdad,
1918) and those of other experiments in leajflets published by the Department.
4 Most of the technical staff, both gazetted and non-gazetted, of the Depart-
ment came from India as did most of the experimental equipment.   Admin.
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